
CITY OF LOMA LINDA 
SENIOR CENTER BOARD 

MINUTES OF MARCH 21, 2006 
 
A regular meeting of the Senior Center Board was called to order by Chair Mary Lynn Cooke at 
3:04 p.m. on Tuesday, March 21, 2006, in the Senior Center at 25571 Barton Road, Loma Linda. 
 

Members Present: Ms. Mary L. Cooke, Chair; Mr. Ric Revel; Dr. Reinhold Trupp; Mr. Elmer 
Digneo; Mrs. Valerie Husbands; and Mr. George Pendered.  

 
Members Absent:  Mr. John Niemira; Mr. Jeff Samuels; Mr. Jin Long Koh; and Ms. Vivi 

Burns. 
 

Staff:   Deborah Woldruff, Director, Community Development Department 
 Dina Weiss, Senior Center Manager 
 Jarb Thaipejr, Director Public Works Department  
 Jocelyne Larabie, Administrative Secretary, Community Dev. Dept. 

 
Guest: Sheila Umeda, Volunteer Social Worker 
 Leland Lubinsky, resident 

 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members present represent a quorum. 
 
ORAL REPORTS/PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – Non-Agenda items (LIMITED TO 3 MINUTES 
FOR EACH SPEAKER) 
 
Board Member Trupp commented that after assessing the scope of the work for dividing the 
multi-purpose room he would not be submitting a proposal for the project.  Chair Cooke thanked 
Dr. Trupp for taking the time to design the project. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Board Member Digneo commented on the issue of moving the large screen television to the 
smaller conference room.  He stated that because one of the uses of the television was for the 
exercise classes, and he did not think that it would be very comfortable for the participant 
because the chairs would have to be placed too close to each other.  Board Member Pendered 
concurred stating that he had measured the room and determined that it would not be possible 
to use it for the exercises classes. 
 

Motion by Revel, seconded by Pendered, and carried by a vote of 4-0, with 
two abstentions to approve the Minutes of February 21, 2006, as presented. 

 
DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
Report by Public Works Department 
 
Director Thaipejr informed the Board that the City Council had approved the expenditure for the 
painting of the hallway leading to the multi-purpose room with a semi-gloss paint to allow the 
walls to be cleaned more easily.  
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Mr. Thaipejr had no further report. 
 
Report from Senior Center Manager Weiss 
 
Ms. Weiss reported that the cabinet to house the public address system was on order.  Mr. 
Pendered reported that he and Brian Bolger, Maintenance Supervisor had not been able to 
make contact with the owner of the pool table that had been offered to the Senior Center. 
 
Mr. Digneo suggested that the extra chairs stacked around the perimeter of the multi-purpose 
room not be stacked in front of the projection screen hanging on the west wall in order to 
prevent damage to the screen.  The Board concurred. 
 
Ms. Weiss added that she wanted to thank staff, Director Woldruff and Jocelyne Larabie, for 
their assistance and Board Member/Volunteer George Pendered for taking her on a tour of the 
city to local organizations such as ACTS, the Loma Linda University Medical Center Proton 
Center, to introduce her.  She added that Chair Cooke would take her to visit other businesses 
in Loma Linda.   
 
Ms. Weiss continued to say that she was contemplating having one event per month until she 
can set up more long-term programs for the seniors. 
 
There was a brief discussion prompted by Mr. Revel regarding the use and storage of the lapel 
microphones.  Mr. Revel suggested that in order to ensure the safekeeping of those 
microphones, people wishing to use them would have to sign them out with the help of the 
volunteers or the Manager. 
 
Report by Community Development Director 
 
Director Woldruff reported that the various departments of the City were working on budget 
preparation for fiscal year 2006-2007. She added that the Community Development Department 
would be assuming the management of the Senior Center Budget as of July 1, 2006. 
 
Director Woldruff also explained that the Public Works Department was requesting separate 
bids for the reorganization of the office space and for the greeting desk/kiosk for the main lobby.  
She added that the kiosk would seat two volunteers and discussions were taking place with the 
Information Services Department to provide a phone and a computer in the proposed area of 
the hallway. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the reasons for the reorganization of the office space.  Director 
Woldruff indicated that since the two smaller offices off the multi-purpose room had been 
merged into one larger space, the Senior Center Manager no longer had an office and was 
sharing the space with the volunteers.  This arrangement was functional but cumbersome at 
times especially when Ms. Weiss needed to use the phone which is located on the volunteer's 
desk. 
 
Mr. Pendered asked about getting an extension for the emergency phone located on the north 
wall of the multi-purpose room.  Director Woldruff stated that she would consult with the Fire 
Department and the Information Systems Department. 
 
Mr. Digneo suggested that some of the lights in the multi-purpose room could be turned off 
when the room was not being used for a program.  It was the consensus of the Board to request 
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that the volunteers use only a minimum of lights during those periods when the room was 
empty. 
 
Sub-committee Reports 
 

• Volunteer Program Report 
 
Board member Husbands stated that there were no new applications for volunteers at the 
current time.  She added that she and Ms. Weiss had discussed a volunteer meeting to 
brainstorm regarding programs ideas and other suggestions the volunteers may have. 
 
Mr. Revel commented on a seminar he attended on the recruitment of volunteers.  He stated 
that he found the information he obtained to be valuable and would share his observations with 
Ms. Husbands. 
 

• Aging and Adult Coalition of the County of San Bernardino 
 
Board Member Pendered reported that Ms. Cindy Stafford spoke regarding the Department of 
Aging and Adult Services program from its inception to its current day operation and mission.  
He suggested that she might be available for a brief presentation to the Board if the Members 
wished to do so.  He added that Barbara Seifritz, representative of the Inland Counties Legal 
Services, led a discussion on Conservatorships in regards to health issues.  
 
Mr. Pendered indicated that Board Members were welcome to attend the meetings with him. 
 

• Report on Senior Needs Survey 
 
Sheila Umeda, Volunteer Social Worker provided a report on the statistics gathered following 
the needs survey distributed in November and December of 2005. She distributed a compilation 
of the results prepared by Mayor Floyd Petersen and discussed the more pertinent items of the 
survey.  Ms. Umeda stated that she would share the information which related to the questions 
Dr. Katherine R. Schlaerth, M.D. of Loma Linda University Family Medicine contributed to the 
survey. 
 
Chair Cooke commented that the survey results supported the perception that seniors prefer 
attending programs in the morning 
 
Discussion of miscellaneous issues related to the Senior Center 
 

• Reports by Senior Center Board Members 
 
Board Member Trupp asked if there would be town hall meetings relative to the upcoming 
elections and who would be handling the scheduling of such a meeting.  He suggested a meet 
and greet meeting specifically for seniors sometime in May with all the candidates. 
 
Director Woldruff commented that the City Clerk might be planning up to three separate forums.  
A discussion ensued regarding the League of Women Voters who had moderated the forums in 
the past. 
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Mr. Leland Lubinsky, Candidate in the June election, addressed the Board to discuss the 
possibility of organizing the type of meeting being discussed at this meeting.  Director Woldruff 
reiterated that any candidate meeting or town hall meeting would be organized by the City 
Clerk. 
 
Program Funding 
 
Ms. Weiss indicated that she would be requesting that a line item be added to the budget for 
programs where the funds could hopefully be regenerated by the programs themselves.  Some 
of the activities being considered would be a piano concert and other musical venues and 
added that the Ukulele club was very interested in planning a luau.  Ms. Weiss indicated that a 
Sunday afternoon musical presentation as a concert series by the Loma Linda Academy music 
department directed by Mr. Phil Binkley was also a possibility.  Mr. Digneo indicated that the 
group was exceptionally good. 
 
Mr. Pendered informed the Board that the City Council would be formally presenting the pencil 
drawing of the American Flag as a permanent exhibit in the Senior Center's main lobby at their 
meeting of March 28, 2006.  He added that the picture by artist Dr. D. Kerr was purchased 
through donations from the community. 
 
Ms. Umeda mentioned that her husband was in discussion with a band that was looking for a 
place to practice.  She explained that they played big band type of music and that they usually 
practiced on Saturdays.   
 
Ms. Weiss stated that she would contact Mr. Umeda to discuss the different possibilities. 
 
Adjournment 
 

Motion by Pendered, seconded by Digneo, and carried to adjourn the 
meeting. 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:55 p.m. 
 
Minutes were approved at the April 18, 2006. 
 
 
____________________________ 
Administrative Secretary 
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